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d¥scussion on the percen*age of colleqes offering coursed in the .- .

- dtscipline: *he areas of *he courtry vwhere the coarses are most

commonly offered: the types of courses offered within the iiscipitne.

course prerequisites, if any: errcllment trends: instructional

' methods and materials used by instructors: and coamon testing
orqcedures. The repor* is appended by a *able.delineating the average
vercent of class time devoted bv_ humanities and science instructors
$5 12 learning activ*t*es, *nclnaina lectnres, student presentations,

and “eid trins. (39)

ol

: P
- 4

* °ebroduct4ons supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made

* from *he original document.




6

23

5’

o
;i_.(y:.:,,_,,,_, _ - ; - _
[ o |
. and SEfiéﬁﬁé§
¢ L

N R
- .

>

~ - © Center for the Study of Community Colleges  ° . .

.

. . f 5 . .
_ . . . - N : . .
: . e 3
‘ . . g v

TJC 80
B
[1]
SR
Z
g

_Arthur'¥. Cohen' -~ Los Angeles’ . K[sdemeie b mwhe m

3

S 5 | 1981,'. T repasaction qualy:

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES -

INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)L." e

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



S ';7 . '. o ' | 7.¢gg»

. . ;
.. . J .
f . . . .

- i . - . L . ) . . _ . \ .
e .o : © - - o T . C .
. .

.

<

Endowment for the-Human1t1es the Center for the Study of Eommun1ty

: Eo]]eges surveyed a random sample Q! 15 percent of the commun1ty co]-
[ o A

T4—-..— S —
2

Teges nat1onw1de in 1977 and 1978. =3 : 6f courses enrot]ments and

Tl

,,,,, _)_

t1ona] s1ze, 1oc ie nd control Further ana]yses were made of each
academ1c d1sc1p]1néf 'A summar§ of these ana]yses ‘Totted along
’twenty-three d1sc1p]1nary ]1nesr~}s presented here Aggregate data on
1nstruct1ona] pract1ces in a]] the disciplines accompany the curr1cu1um o

ﬂsummarTGS
! N

- Because of th1s information on the status of the co]]eg1ate funct1on
has been drawn - from nat1ona1 surveys, it refers to averages and trends*'
Any s1ng]e co]]ege may exh1b1t a différent pattern‘—but in general, the-l
data revea] that students 1n col]eges with fewer than 7, 500 students
,.‘rare]y have: an opportun1ty to study spec1a]t1es in the liberal -arts.

Agr1cu]ture courses were presented in 61 percent of the co]]eges

most of them in the West; none in the Northeast* a few in the Middle ,f‘

this category The ]arger col]eges tended a]so to offer courses in .\

'forestry, w1]d]1fe and f1sheries.,
‘ Few angcu]ture courses carried préréqu%s%tés; those that did I
‘ usaaliy.FéqaiFéd bialagy; bétaﬁy; or cﬁemetry: More,than\ha]f?the,_'

courses included f1e]d tr1ps as part of’the student experience; and

37 percent relied a]so on ]aboratory work. However, the gquick-score .

.. test and.essay exam1..nat1on were predominant in determining ‘grades.

XsaMe/o o | ..
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Females constituted a]most one th1rd of the c]ass enro]]ments .and com-k"f
. p]et1on rates for both ma?%s and f’males ‘were’ qu1te h1gh 90’ percent
R compared W1th 70 percent for the ether d1sc1p]1nes in the sc1ences

4

;Instructors re]1ed on conveht1ona1 mea1a fPr the most part W1th

— e T - R S S

aud1ov1§uag mater1als such as s]1des and{f11ms the1r on]y dev1at1on
‘The instructors tehded to .be ]ess exper1enced ~one fourth;of them had

taught 1éss than three years
R Anthropo]ogy was offered 1n ]ess thab ha]f the céJ]eges More
| »>]1ke]y found 1n the West than in other reg1ons, courses sp11t about
;even]y between cu]turaleand phys1ca] anthropo]ogy ‘Some institutions

L merged the two, and a few put them together with soc1o]ogy into single .
/,

'5ﬂ1e] to

iate

u19705 a few co]]eges were offer1ng courses "that spec1a]1ze»f1n the

cq$\\es in 1nterd1sc1p]1nary soc1a] sc1ences - Whereas; in the 19605

m\\ .\

anthropo]ogy had been offered'a]most exclus1ve]y as a course p

1ntroductory anthropology courses found at un1vers1t1es by t

and the anthropo]ogy of urban commun1t1es ' percentage of the

¢

courses were des1gned for transfer students seek1'gva breadth course in

general’ educat1on and for adults tak1ng the c’frses for personal 1nterest.'

The 1nstruct1onal procedures used in ﬁthropo]ong‘Burses were

istudent reports rather than qu1zze 'and exam1nat1ons A]though f1]ms

XSAMC/D
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but thgyzznd not see str1cter prerequ1s1tes for their coursesias very

L usef§€’1n so]v1ng that problem: Eourse obJéct1ves stressed the re]at1on

”

anthropo]ogy to socaety and to rea] wor1d issues. The textbooks were

frequentTy sﬂbp]ementfd by contemporary 3ourna]s and new/papers Few

career programs evep though 1t wouTH seem netura1 ‘for

.
i

un1ts on cross cu]tura] responses to 1]]ness and death

“for students 1n the a1]1ed health programs “arid- un1ts on $1nsh1p systems

.among m1nor1ty cu]tures for students in the law enforcement and soc1a]

welfare program; } Hf they had they m1ght have been ab1e to stem the

‘l

between 197§ and 1977 o | f “

Art h1story and art apprec1at1on weﬁe found 1n around 70 percent of

, the coi]eges strohgest in the Northeast weakest in the South. The

average number of Frt h1story c1asses was three per co]]ege Introduc- f

- .

tory courses Wh1eh 1nc]uded genera] surveys of art and art apprec1at1on

N
were in most 1nstances\chronoiog1ca1 tours of the great workS' Some °

spec1a]1zed courses s&ch as: the history, of art 1n a part1cu1ar cu]ture
K were also seen but the 1ntroductory surveys accounted for 90 percent of

thé enro]]ments Around three fourths of the'co]]eges-had Introduced

- new art h1story courses 1n recent years,,many in an effort to. attract

and Far Eastern art.

Art h1story, typ1ca]1y a study of V1sua1 mater1aJ has beenftauéht-

trad1t1ona]1y w1th the use of f11mstr1ps and s]1des -Some.reiiance on
. \\ I
v1deotape, f1]m, and record1ngs was also seen. Because the number of

people: Po whom the visual media are presented 1s_]1m1ted only by the

Cowemc/ R :
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,s1ze of the classroom art h1story classes tended to be larger than the .

- -

" norm.’ Many of the instructors were 1nvo]ved in deve]op1ng art exh1b1t1ons
_ ; .

"to which the general pub]1c wa as 1nv1ted— 90 percent of the co]]eges had

Sponsored at ]east one stich show These art h1storfahs also tended to

work w1th otherbhumannt1es 1nstructors in deve]op1ng 1nterd1sc1pT1nary
[}

' courses 1n wh1ch aspects of art, music, ]1terature and h1story were

woven together. Nonethe]ess, a6 perc;nt dec]1ne 1n,enrol]ments_1n art’

-~ R
-

,h1story was recorded between 1975 and 1977. L
. Bio]ogy was one of the fost popu]ar offer1ngs ranking behfnd only

mathemat1cs and eng1neer1ng among the sc1ences 'Human b1ology accounted

-

and zoology fo]]ow1ng - RefJect1ng the. growth of a]]1ed health programs
in the colleges, courses in bacteriology decreased notably during the
19795 wh1]e anatomy and phys1o]ogy were o\/the increase. Néariy.haif
the students in b1o]ogy courses were sciencé maJors and more than
_one fourth of the courses tended to be offered in sequence;:Wfth héariy;
half the introductory classes used as prerequisites for the specialized
coyrses in.the field. Most colleges had one introductory Eﬁauigé for
sééﬁeé' majors a'n'd a different.course for students fuifi.ﬁi\"ng a general
' educat1on requ1rement |
' B1o]ogy c]ass sect1ons tended to be quite 1arge with an average of
more than thirty-eight students enro]]ed far greater than the med1an
Zcia’s’s in thé.coiiégfaté courses. Fema]es outnumbered males by two to .
fnurs1ng programs, which enro]1ed,s1zab1e percentages of women. ;The ;
igﬁécture-]aboratory mode of 1nstruct1on was dom1nant but 1nstructors

— " P
also used slides, 30urna1 art1c]es, and other reference mater1a15 - The

- :

b




use of short-answer tests was the highest among all the fields: _Instruc- .
tors tended to want their students to recall specific information and -

L}

~ they also indicated a higher than'average concern'that their students

) demonstrate .an acqua1ntance with d1sc1p11nary concepts Even though a°

B ( o 7 ;7 B

‘“s1zab1e percentage of the b1ology courses was offered for students -in-
27 " .

program/ja1th se1ect1ve adm1ss1ons, more than half the instrugtors -

"reported that the1r COUPSES wou]d be 1mproved if .students Weré Bétter-,

- ’b]e to hand]e course requ1rements and 37 percent were in favor of
str1cter prerequ1s1tes . ' I ‘

Ehemnstry courses were found in pract1ca11y every 1nst1tut1on a

;w1de var1ety of courses belng offered Around one third of the chem1s-

try courses were general, another third advanced and the rema1nder :

&g; d1str1buted among spec1a112ed courses Chem1stry for nonsc1ence maaors,
" . :
’for students 1n a]11ed heaTth programs, for engineering techno]ogy

} s .J"'

students; and for ehem}cal techno]ogy students were bffered among an

A mcbmant A€ enamtad3oaAd Arlreac PR

students.to take chem1stry Chem1stry had the broadest array of spec1a1-'
T i A
- ized courses: . Classes were fe;nd evensin the chem1stry of pr1nt1ng or

"the chemistry of textiles for students 1n eccupat1ona1'programs The ;2//

average was approx1mate1y 2. 5 1ntroductory courses per co]]ege and 1 7

advanced or spec1a11zed courses: Most 1nstructors thought the1r courses o«

- were equ1va1ent to 1ower-d1v1s1on courses at four-year co]]eges However;

,more precollege or remedia] courses in chemistry were offered than in’

-

¢ any other d1sc1p11ne except mathemat1cs

The dropout rate in chem1stry courses tended to exceed the aver age{_'

. nly 78 percent of the entrants received grades: The comb1ned Iecture:

o x ~ . .
: ,1aboratory modg of instruction was used in-around four of five chemistry
v . _ . ’ : : ) 7
X5AME/D -
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- on]y one in twenty re1y1ng so]e]y on the Laboratory The 1nstruct1ona],

: a1ds used in chemlstry c]asses--sc1ent1f1c 1nstruments mode1s; displays,

transparq{c1es, and sq on--exceeded those in the other f1e]ds Exam1na-

;f"' tion procedures re]1ed ]ess on mu]t1p]e-response and essay quest1ons,

L

‘fiore on the construct1on of graphs, d1agrams, and‘fhem1ca1 equat1ons

N ‘one ‘third of ‘whom had earned doctorates a s1gn1f1cantTy h1gher propor-’**

tion than among the commun1ty col]ege facu]ty as a who]e

Earth and space science was offered at most of the co]]eges w1th ii

o -

geography account1ng for 39 percent of the courses geo]ogy, 30 percent

astronomy, 14 percent ; and 1nterd1sc1p]1nary course meteoroiogy and

" o .

o c11mato]ogy, oceanography, and 11mno]ogy f0110w1ng in that order

| GEO]ogy courses were most likely to demand prerequ1s1tes geography
courses, 1east ]1ke]y.' Co]leges in the West had the h1ghest number of'

l-'offer1ngs‘in'a11 areas except interdisciplinary earth and space sc1ence;

Most of the courses were des1gned for transfer students who ware non-

jlsc1ence maJors @ery few were for occupat1ona1 students

c]ass events, 1nc1ud1ng f11m presentat1ons ]ectures, and museum tr1p5*
]
. Instructors in those courses tended to be d1ssat1sf1ed with the textbooks,

1aboratory mater1als, and workbooks ava11ab]e to them and were more -
@
-]jke]y to deve]op their own mater1als than jnstructors in other f1e1ds

"Aboutfhaif of them'wouid have 1?Eed the students to Be better ab]e,to

1’

hand]e-the course material. Their gba]s ref]ected the goals of general

educat1on they wanted the1r students to ach1eve qua]1t1es usefu1 for

p?
(RN
§

o
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< further educat1on understand the 1nterre]at1onsh1ps of science and
society, and gajn the ability to.relate scientific knowledge to real
wor]d systems ' |

5 Econom1cs was offered in near]y all the co]]eges with “irincipiés

el

¢ L

£

;féii?:of Econom1cs" the overwhe]m1ng]y most popu]ar course: Bagﬁﬁégg—Féiatéa44—

17'1ntroductory, and technology-re]ated economics: courses were ,also found
s a]ong with Amer1can economic history, and spec1a] top1cs The "Prin-
,c1p]es of Econom1c‘" coursés were des1gned pr1mar1]y for transfer §tudents

wh11e the 1ntroductory courses for students who were not bus1ness'or

econom1csnmaJors accounted for only a sma]] percentage of enro]]ments

Only around ha]? the courses carr1ed any prerequisite. The co]]ege

. catalogues 11sted a cons1derab]y greater array of courses than were i
1 / .

actua]]y offered 22 percent of the courses listed did not show4dp Tﬁ

the class schedu]es dur1ng the 1977 78 academ1c year Ma]es outnumbered

fema]es in the courses by about a. f1ve-to three ratio.

Economics c1asses were taught pr1mar11y with h Jecture- d1Scuss1on

‘

1 ss: likely to use reproduc1b]e anstruct1ona1

imode Instructors wer

re
med1a more\T1ke1y to ﬁz newspapers and prob]em books. The-textbook

however was the dom1nant form of read1ng material that students were )

1

R expected to peruse Qu1ck-score tests; which were the most frequent]y

l

found form of exam1nat1on were used 1n-econom1cs courses to a far L

;greater extent than.in the other social sc1ances The 1nstrucfors were

s their textbook—dom1nated courses Feﬂ‘of them had deVeloped d1st1nct1ve

Al -

courses to make econom1cs an attract3Ve e1ect1ve for a1l categor1es of f

- Lt . ~

‘ students _ : ;-,

_ ) i Do ’ - : T . . .: }..

(D
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co]]eg/i that they did in the universities. Even during the iate 19605,

; at the

.area; with most of the courses in Afro-Amer1can h1story or history of

475
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Eﬁgﬁhééiihg‘ééééuﬁféa for 20 bé%&éﬁf of ‘the totéilnuﬁﬁér;éf éédiééé_fﬁ
offered in the sciences in 1977-78. Eiectricei'énd eiettronic technol- =

'ogy was. most frequentIy found fo]]owed by mechan1ca1 eng1neer1ng and

e .

toward students 1n,assoc1ate degree technology programs . The eng1neerr '

ing courses carrying transfer credit usual]y were conf1ned to pre-

éﬁginééring; ng1neer1ng draw1ng, descr1pt1ve geometry, surveygng, and

strength of mater1a1s§\ Textbooks were the dominant instructional form\
: ’ . (& :

Ethnié énd'éFEé studies never gained the popularity in community

he1ght of m1nor1ty students deménd for courses c tered on their

own culture only around 20 percent of the coiiéges ever organ1zed such

‘courses. As that déﬁénd suBsidéd in'the i976§;;the:courses faded away

P

-

A%fﬁea_ana in Titerature by and about p]acks. Ch1cano studies programs

were also found in &511égés in théfsouthwest enrolllng,h1gh proport1ons<
’ ’ [3 R B LN L B

of Mexican-Americans. A scattering of courses on American Indians was
also seen. However, even though the community colleges enrolléd more
than ha]f the m1nor1ty students,-1n all h1gher.educetiona the entire

Area stud1es fared even 1ess weTT in number of students although

courses in cultural geography were offered in 22 percent of the co]leges,

igraphy was dropa?ng fast: enro]]ments decr d by 15° pertent bet*e*”

- 1975 and 1977 A few co]]eges a]so offered programs in women's stud1es

.- -
o . . ’
N

“with 1't1 Biack studies’ was the most commonly found course group in th1s ,

-

ethn?c stud1es wer offered 1n on]y 15 percent However cu1tural geo- -



‘o, . . oo -
) A , 3 . -
. x

but desp1te the 19705 pub11c1ty given to the woren's movement, thlS -
_ curr1cu1um area was not w1despread Host of the changes occurr1ng in
the study of spec1a] areas, ethnic m1nor1t1es and,women seem to .be
tak1ng place within the framework of the traditional ﬁigfa;y and Titéra;
ture cobrsésiialthough even there enro??mentsedecl1ned sharp]y dur1ng
the per1od undeér conS1derat1on Amerwcan stud1es never deve]gped 1n the .l

commun1ty co]]eges, only around 3 percent of the 1nst1tut1ons offered

such programs A]though the commun1ty co]]eees had a trad1t1on of.

Fore1gn 1anguages were taught in 80 iiiiiﬁt of the co]]eges a’
f1gure constant )n stud1es dat1ng back to 1960 A1though the teach1ng

J

students transferr1ng to: un1vers1t1es numerous spec1a11zed courses for’(\_

4

;partfcu1arrpurposes ‘have béén offered or suggested" Span1sh for - soc1a1

S workers sc%entfffc GéFman; Ita]1an‘for opera Tovers; French for chefs, B

Site
€

3

é;;ncreased dur1ng the 19705 but by noihEan at a rate comparab]e to the .

,ncreas in commun1ty co]]eges enro ]ments in genera1

' than half the total Enrollments in the fore1gn Tanguageso_ French a
d1stant second and by 1977 had been overtaken by EngT1sh as a second

A language (ESL); each accounted forfaround 1? percent of the ]agguage
? . . . . . -

. _ : . . _
— N . . 2. . L . "
L . - . . . o
.
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L ' L
enro]]ments But Eng]1sh as a seCond 1anguage was grow1ng rap1dly, ~

: whereas French was menely ho]d1ng 1ts own. German accounted for 8 per-

ceﬁt of the 1anguage enro]lments No other language had as much as

-~

. 2 percent of the enroilment a1thoughnIta11an was offered 1n 13 percent )
5’f-~and Russ1an~1n'7;percent of the-co?]eges 1n'1§77 ~1n general the stu¢y4~J

-

to be dry1ng up dur1ng the 19705 Unable to- f1nd enough students even

to make a fu11 1oad for a 1anguage teacher, many co]]eges dropped 1anguage

: The col]eges were wel] equ1pped w1th language 1aborator1es 'and the

=

- 1anguage 1nstructors reported few prob]ems w1th access to aud1otapes and

other equ1pmeot uséful a as ch1ng a1ds But student prlor1t1es-and

1nst1tut1ona] requ1rements consp1red to reduce the var1ety in 1anguag

’
- —_

offered. 7. AR

-

H1story requ1rements were reduced 1n many states. 1n the 19665 and

1§70s as commun1ty colleges tended 1ess to be affiliated with he secon

dary schoo] systems Accord1ng1y, enro]]ments in h1story dropped as a

between 19&5 and 1977. H1story was. offered in more than 90 percent of
the col]eg%f but 55: percent of the courses of{gred and 83 percent of

the enro]]ments,were in U. S h1story and wor]d c1v111zat1on courses

state and 1oca1 h1story, the h1story of other wor]d reg1ons, the h1story
- of?spec1a1 groups,»such as ethnrt groups or women and soc1a1 h1story,

1nc1ud1ng h1story of the fam11y These types of courses were found in f'

-

around one fourth of _the col]eges ma1n1y the 1arger.ones.
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ma1nta1n enroliments and st1mu1ate 1nteres€>1n the1r courses H1story

_1ends_1tse1f-we11 to teach1ng by television, and. examp1es were also seen

of history courses that.used the 1oca1 newspaper to present the lessons

fand of courses that were taught by rad1o The content; too; had been

;mod1f1ed in some of the specma11zed courses;to'make.them.nore pertinent

to student interests; major themes had been related to students' 1ife

experiences, and 1oca1 h1story had been taught successfu]]y But with a
few opt1ons, the h1story curr1cu1um was grav1tat1ng toward the surveys

of Westérn CTVi]ization and surveys of U;S;.hiStory; .-

was to present the h1story, ph1losophy, art, /mus1c and 11terature of an -

aiscipiinés A prob]em in developing such courses was that few community
g
co]]ege 1nstructors had been tra1ned in the; several areas basic to an

“integrated course— team teach1ng Was d1ff1cu1t to arrange because of the
. variant perception of course mater1a1 and. d1ffer1ng persona11t1es 1nvolved.

' The 1ssyp of what to 1nc]ude a]so dogged course deve]opment because any

o

one -course cannot poss1b1y cover the art,- architecture, ph1losophy,
reafg1on,=econom1cs, agr1cu]ture,_mus1c, war, fash1on, government,
Hiiterature— and scisnce of a cuituré'without béing superficiai Even
wso; some theme centered courses were found a]ong with others that

attended to the broad sweep of cnv111zat1on

- During the 19705, ‘the number of students comp]et1ng requ1rements

CON

for theiassoc1ate in arts degree dyopped prec1p1tousjy as a percentage

A )
Lt ' \_ . - s
‘ . | .
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numbers of students appeared to £i11 thenm. Teachers of ]1terature were

v

reass1gned to teach grammar and compos1t1on but many instructors of

ph1]osophy, re]1g1on art apprec1at1on and ]anguages other than Spanish

- Were. ]eft w1thout enough c]asses to make uo‘é £l sc hed ile.. ..For this”

._.\

?“ i

-j'reasoQ; and because many 1nstructors and:adm1n1strators wahted'stﬁdehts
to at least bé introduced to tﬁé‘Bréadtﬁ and. richness-of the ﬁumaﬁit?és;l

-

the 1970s saw a flourishing of 1ntegrated courses. Between 1975 and.
1977, enrollments in 1ntegrated humanities courses increased by 7 percent,
while enroiiments in the discipiines that théy compr‘s*d f*ii- riitératuré

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

philosophy by 8 percent: The 1ntegrated courses had cannibalized enro]]-.

ments from the spec1a]1zed courses, or, put another way, had sa]vaged

othen goals more y1gorous]y. W ré it not for the tendency-of most
colTeges to allow stidents to meet the requirements in humanities by
taking any two or three frdm a 1ist of twenty or thirty courses, the
integrated ciasses might have fared even better. Many of the courses
were being taught quite imaginatively, with widespread use of television,

modular 1nstructioh sma11 group discussion sess1ons and other mediat
And many of the televised courses prepared by cammahity eéiiégés for

their own students have been made ava11ab]e for export to other institu-

tions. The 1ntegrated courses seemed destined to flourish.

Literature courses suffered a severe decline in the 1970s. “More
instructors taught:]1terature than any bthér humanities discipline; but

only because most Eﬁg]ish teachers offered one ]1terature course per
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load* A]though they usua]]y favored teach1ng literature over compo-

sition, there were not enough students to make up a full program in

teaching for any one 1nstructor.lest other 1nstructorsgbe relegated

solely to eomposition. Literature teachers.held far-réaching goals for
ufthe1r students want1ng them to understand the relatnons between 11tera-=i

acqu1re the power—to use language for a purpose They tried to engage

~students' interest in ]1teratyre classes by allowing them to. act out

i%térary works and by emphas1z1ng contemporary wr1t1ngs But 11tt1e

~

of transferrstudents.
Introductory courses in 1iterature,lusdaiiy suryéys of American;
ﬁr%tishf'or world wr{tings: madé up around 60 percent of the ioiai
11terature curr1cu1um and enro]]ed about “two- th1rds of the students of

11terature Courses in one or another genre fpoetry, f}ct1on drama)

" of the students. -Other kinds of ]1teratyre 1nc1ud1ng courses in par- e
ticular authors; the 1iterature of ceftain groups, such as minorities or

fourth of the courses and the enrollfients. These-typ\es of 'cTasses iere
often offéjed for continuing edﬁcat1on students, -and in'many colleges

they. flourished. However, overa]l enrofiments in literature declined
markedly from 1975 to 1977 w1th c]ass1cs dropp1ng by 45 percent group

ture of special authors by 13 percent, ahd genre courses by 9_percent.

A
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‘ was not offered dur1ng the 1977 78 academ1c year
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_ Courses in the Bj51e as Titératﬁre'rbse by'2'pér6ent‘ bdt'enroleents__

dropped by 13 pércént' The. efforts to restructure 11terature courses S

’

“around student 1nterests were not successfu] in attract1ng a sizable

percentage of commun1ty co]]ege enroii o 7,' _ .'.: o i

Mathemat1cs was;among the: most w1aeiy'6ffered subjects: NEariyJaii

‘.

the co11eges presented one or more c0urses 1n 1ntroductory and 1nter-

'v,‘4

h1gh1y structured w1th most counses stand1ng as prerequ1s1tes for more

: advanced courses But although the courses for math maJors requ1red

completnon of certa1n courses 1n h1gh schoo] pJacement exam?nat1ons

were not frequent]y used The tendency away from second year or advanced

- courses that aff11cted other d1sc1p11n was seen 1n mathematlcs as

-

e]]*'one out o? every five- mathemat1cs COUTSEs }1ste7 1n>the cata]ogues

)

In1t1a1 enro]]ments in mathemat1cs courses averaged twenty-e1ght

,student\‘ but the course comp]et1on rate was the Towest for a11 the .

d1sc1p11nes Fewer than three in four students comp]eted ‘the courses.

~€ourses were ta1lored for d1fferent groups of students--about equal

numbers of c1asses for transfer students maJor1ng in the sc1ences,‘

’nonsc1ence transfer students and occupational studentsf The trad1- a

_t1ona1 classroom 1ecture format dominated mathematics 1nstruct1on,

-

although'a s1zanle percentage of colleges had'1aborator1es and tutor1a1

-

~ assistance for students who were fa111ng behnnd 1n ‘course work. Many of

v

"the remedial: classes were taught by part—t1mers; often secondary school

teachers working overtime at the community colTeges. Only 8 percent of -

math instructors held she doctoral degree.

XSAMC/D o ,

S b
<«



o 482

4ggs1c apprec1at1on was offered 1n 70 percent of the co]]eges Few

colleges required any type of music course for graduat'one put in many =
.?f the a'course in musjc'apprec1atjon could be used as a general educaﬂ
tion'humanit%es reuu%reﬁeht—' Ehreiimehts %n-ﬁus%e-aperee%at%eﬁ courses
dec]1ned 10 percent Eetween 1975 and 1977. Music apprec1at1on tended to
be offered in three areas: the 1ntroduct1on to mus1c or survey of o

musical forms; 3azz and spec1a1 top1cs,‘such as the h1story of rock and

ro]].or:o]ack Amer1can mus1c. Introductory or survey courses dom1nated
with over 90 eereeht»ef-the enrolliments. However there was an 1ncrease _

in enro]]ments 1n jazz and spec1a]1zed mus1c:\suggest1ng some.1nterest

in mus1c apprec1at1on courses that f1t students\ own concerns;

AR \

NaturaI scuences 11ke human1t1es have been\offered 1n 1nterﬂ%sc1-‘
p]1nary modes for severa] decades ‘and they, too expanded during the |

1970s as students need1ng on]y one course to fu]f1]]\a genera] educat1on

requ1rement 1n science. tended to take them;; Anothq;,1mpetus to the,.

'!

_developpent of 1nterd1sc1p]1nary natural s;1ence courses was the wide- T
‘spread interest in ecology. The.goa]s oﬁe1nterd1sc1p11nary natura]
_ sc%ence courses‘usuaiiy centered on br1ng1ng students to an understand-

T .
1ng of the 1nterre]at1onsh1p of sc1ence and techno]ogy with soc1ety

Interd1sc1p11nary courses tended to’ be;taught by exper1enced facu]ty

members;. 92 percent of the.1nstructors were fu]]-t1mers; Because the
“courses, were usuaijy;for students seeking to fulfill genera] education
%equ%%emenie in sc%énqe, rather than for sc1ence maaors, 1nstructors
felt iees eanetre%peafte requ1re-mathemat1cseor other science courses as
préréﬁuisités Tﬁey used a wide variety of %hstfuet%eﬁei'meter%eis;

1nc]ud1ng workbooks and other aids. that they themselves constructed

’_They also involved students 1n field tr1ps to dﬁ;eums, exh1b1t1ons

i
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',bfor jncTusion in comoensatory education programs few of them Were

The1r students may have been concerned w1th quest1ons of eth1cs and

Z,that did offer ph1losophy, 56 percent had coursesfvn 1ntroduct1on to or

arboretums, and natural sites. A]though these courses seemed feasible ;o

L

C

- de* gned with students of 1ow abfiity-in mind ‘ Most drew on the scien- |

,*afia 56631ém§;

| Ph1losophy courses were found 1n about two thi ds of the co]]eges

Put another way, one th1rd of the commun1ty colleges in Amer1£a:offered'

r}the1r students no. chance to study the queen of all academrc d1sc1p11nes;

-

values but'they cou1d not find courses in wh1ch those quest1ons were

addressed from the standpo1nt of'forma] ph1losophy In the 1nst1tut1ons_'

. »h1story of ph110sophy, 23 percent 1n eth1cs 28‘%ercent 1n 1og1c 18 per- .

ex1stent1al1sm. Ind1an ph1losophy, or ph1Tbsophy and modern 11fe

Enro]lments 1n phq]osophy dec]wned durwng the 19705 showxng a drop '

of near]y 8 percent between 1975 and 1977 However enro]1ments 1n

'ph11050phy courses in soécial top1cs 1nc eas d dur1ng that same per1od

"Medrcai eth1cs and government eth1cs cour s fo or students w1th part1cu1ar

concerns 1ncreased wh11e courses 1n the ph1losophy of re11g1on and the

'h1story of ph1losophy dec11ned Ph110sophy 1nstructors who cap1ta11zed

.on student 1nt ts Were apparent]y ab]e to bu11d attract1ve coursqs

"and ma1nta1n the1r enro?]ments The succ s of courses in medical '\\ :

_ eth1cs for a111ed heaTth students offers an example ' S1mﬂar1y5 courses

P
,,,,,

», s I

programs But in those 1nst1tut1ons where ph1losophy was taught so]e]y N

w1th_trad1t1ona1 content and format for students w1sh1ng to,use the

~

-

R
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courses for degree cred1t the d1sc1p]1ne showed a marked dec]1ne

Ph1]osophy d1d not ]end 1tse1f we]] to 1nnovat1ve med1a most courses

- were taught throu the trad1tlona] 1ecture textbook method:

0y

Phys1cs courses tended to be d1fferent1ated accord1ng to the types

of Students served phys1ca1 science and eng1neer1ng maJors maJors 1n \«‘
’hvthe other sc1ences students in the techno)og1es,-students 1n a111ed H
health occupations; nonscience majaféf and students pfépafiﬁg‘ta eﬁtérr
aﬁy:of these fields: \hround 90 percent of the co]]é@és offered some
_aaqféé'%ﬁ,bﬁyéﬁés but only around half the co]]eges had phys1cs course9q”
" ‘based on the calculus. Colleges;offer1ng phys1cs produted«an average of

. L % ‘
nearly six‘courses,_each‘w1th around ten.]ecture sections and ten ]abora-

tory sections presented. One th1rd of all physics courses were nonca]cu]us

) Qenerai 5ﬁy§ié§§75ﬁé quarter; ca]cu]us based engineering and genera]

L

physics; one fifth, techn%ca] phys1cs; and one sixth d1str1butedvamong
nonscience— a11§ed<hea1th§\andfpréparatory groubings.
é 'a”sé physics was offéré'd in a variety of courses for career
students and nonmaJors the course complet1on rat1o was better than for
"iany of the other scrences except agr1cu1ture 88 percent of students-
\ comp]eted the courses. The ﬁqe1d was ma]e dom1nated be1ng on1y 26 per- :
cent fema]e\ C]asses tended to be taught by the ]ecture ]aboratory

' method a re]at1ve1y ]ow percentage used reproduc1b]e med1a Instructors )

d1sc1p11ne* THey graded the1r students on the results of qu1ck score

tests and- essay examinations and four out of five 1nc]uded mathemat1ca]

S .

prob]ems Facu]ty mgmbers in phys1cs tended to be more h1gh1y tra1ned

'than in most oth6§?f1e1ds Near]y one th1rd held doctora] degreeS— and
3
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' student 1nterests but course t1t1es ‘and teaching fOrmats remained

able to handle ‘the c]ass requ1rements wh11e 40 percent déened that

. str1cter prerequms1tas for adm1ss1on to c]ass were desirable: . Better

‘( . .
p]acement,procedures seemed warranted a]ong with the comprehens1ve '

w—

nonca]cuTus based phys1cs courses that would teach ‘elements of this

~}ess nt1a1 d1sc1p11ne to the rank ‘and f11e of commun1ty co]lege students

Po]1t1ca1 science course enro]]ments showed an 1ncrease-of 4 per- .
&

cent between 1975 and 1977, ref1ect1ng less an increased 1nterest 1n the

study of that d1sc1p11ne than the ma1ntenance of requ1rements that

students take a course in American government. A]though courses were

offered in state and local government; comparative ‘govérnment; folnda-

'tions of political science; aﬁd topical.issués in gavernmenta Américan

- \

) po]1t1ca1 sc1ence enro]]ments*found in that category And a]though

nearly a11 the co]]eges offered some course 1n po]1t1ca] science, fewer
than ha]f offered anyth1ng other than Amerlcan government Around

40 percent presented courses 1n state and 1oca1 government or 1n Jur1s-
—

e 4
governments or some: top1ca] area 1n pol1t1ca1 sc1ence

Course n p011t1ca1 scrence that requ1red extens1ve read1ng or.
< \
preparat1on of a re?éarch paper.. suffered enrollment dec11nes in a11
e

" areas except where they were requ1red for comp]et1on of a studen§¢s~

program; Course content was somewhat modified to ref]ect contémporary

‘ .

than ten years. “More thah half would prefer students who were better -

trad1tiona1 Courses centered on spec1f1c measurable ob3ect1ves and/or -

{

_mastery 1earn1ng techn1ques were}seen occasionally and where they were,.

they attrécted students; as d%a_coursés dealing with the poﬁtics of
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' speC1a1 groups+ such as women and m1nor1t1es However thezre]at1ve1y
llow percentage of colleges offering courses in areas;other than Amerjcan
institutions:suggests that -the range of political science'coursesd -
: avaiiabie'Was Timited. | | 7 o o
Psychology was one of . the .m’agt widely taught aééaéﬁ{é‘-aigam‘i;ﬁési

V%rtuajly every co]]ege in the natlon offered at 1east one sect1on of .

j 5§yaﬁaia§y at soﬁe't?ﬁe dur?ng the academ1c year However, over'40.perf ,

cent offered noth1ng other than genera] or deve10pmenta1 psycho 1ogy,
‘ with genera] psychology account1n% for 56 percent of enro]lments

Educat1ona1 psychoTogy declined in most co]leges, but courses 1n abnor-'

'mal psycho]ogy showed an 1ncrease. Persona11ty adJustment soc1a] and

: “industrial psycho]ogy, contemporary TSSUeS phys1olog1cal psycho]ogy,

. and exper1menta1 psycho]ogy dec11ned Y

E1ementary, or genera1, courses 1n psycho]ogy demanded few or no_

' prerequ1s1tes but stat1st1cs was often requ1red for the adganced,courses

FE]ass time was occup1ed pr1mar11y with ]ectures and class d1scuss1ons

;Guest 1ecturers were used in 25 percent of the c1asses and reoroduc1b1e

' media were found in more than 80 percent. Classes tended to .be’ based

on textbooks -and suppiementaffreadings,'but almost 30 percent of the -
instructors réeaﬁménded thatlthé%r:studénts ao_V6iun£eer;wark on

'commun1ty serV]ce brOJects outside class:” . o R
Re11g1on was taught by 1tse1f and in courses combining religion

with pthosophy and ethics. Understanda51y5 religious studies cdurses,

-

were more prevaient*in priVate two-year coiieges,vespeciaiiy those

o e

- trators fear1ng doctr1nar1an courses However the more recent interest

s
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in ~Eés_tei~ﬁ religions and in the Bible as literature gave rise to a
:’var’i‘et'y of ‘religious sw&fés instruction By 1977, rehgwus studies in

ph1]osophy dom1nated the port1on of the curr1cu]um concerned w1th Ye]1g1on

\ fo]lowed by genera] re]1g1ous stud1es courses; the study of texts; and
\
I
\

-specaa]1zed courses; such as. pr1m1t1ve or Eastern religions: Some study

1‘ of re]1g1ous texts was included in literature courses but overall, the
‘tstudy of re]1g1on in commun1ty co]]ege wa qu1te attenuated Few
|-

\pub]1c 1nst1tut1ons had departments of re]1g1ous stud1es, in most, where

religion was presented it was throughgthe ph1]osophy department Gn]y.

|
\45 percent of pub11c coT]eges offered any course in re]1g1on

Soc1ology was offered in nearly every commun1ty col]ege in the

lountry, genera] soc1o]ogy or pr1nc1p1es of soc1o]ogy courses accounted.
| for 57'percent of the enro]]ment in that area. Other types of cours'
usual]y centered on soc1a] problgms or on\marr1age and'the fam11y

. :
;Soc1o]ogy enrollments were greater than a1] other disciplines in thek

77777777777 o . L /_

isc1ences except mathemat1cs psychology, and b1o]ogy
The average soc1o]ogy sect1on enro]]ed th1rty-f1ve students of -

,,vl,‘«e

-

' whom twenty-n1ne comp]eted the cours e The ]argest amount of class t1me7l
i u

oy wa@\spent 1ectur1ng, w1th guest lecturers appear1ng 1n 39 percent of the

! c]asses Soc1o]ogy 1nstructors who tended tb be sat1sf1ed w1th the1r

I

texts assigned more pages of textbook read1ng than in any other d1sc1-
p]1ne 1n the sciences. ' Most of the 1nstructors Wanted the1r students to ..
learn to relate knowledge acqu1red in class to rea]-wor]d prob]ems, and
they tended to. hold cr1t1ca] th1nk1ng as a pr1mary course goa] Even -

: though more ‘than ha]f the facu1ty would have preferred better students,
only 23 percent were in favor of str1cter prerequisites for adm1ss1on to

class. \The sociology courses that were offered usually paralleled those

3
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. »
found in senior 1nst1tut70ns, and the few 1nnovat1ve ‘course h were
tr7ed tended to-attract stud‘hts;ﬂz;:fre more. 1pterested in contem- ; )

perhry soc1a] 1ssues than 1n§obta1n1ng cred1ts-app%+cab]e to a- degree

'-'- Theater h1story and courses in. f11m apprec1atwon‘were found in more
than ha%f the coI]eges However theater h1story was*dec11n1ng, thle
conSTderat1ons of f1]m 1n:ie d Most students who took theater and

f11m apprec1at1on COUrses d1d 50 1n order to fu1f111 a human1ttes gradu-

.’“ -

: at1on requ1rement Two-year coiiege courses in f11m were usua]]y trans-

ferab]e for fu]] cred1t as the sen1or 1nst1tut1ons had a]so begun ‘

> - -~

programs iA that 'ea,r : : -‘; . ;_;7, L ' ';i
‘The;course in introduct1on to theater usually 1nc]uded ]1ve drama |
§tﬁdents readdscenes aloud in c]ass 11stened to record1ngs of pTays,
and attended local coilege or commun1ty theater product1on5" The.f11m
apprec1atfzn c]asses natural]y 1nc1uded film V1ew1ng as a course requ1re-
ment. Many co]]eges offer1ng f11m apprec1at1on had thETP own f11m
Librar1es others rented f1]ms for student.VI*W1ng Both f11m-and ) f‘: .
theater presentéd opportun1t1es for 1nterd1sc1p11nary approaches to | |

Lo

> 1earn1ng The f11m appreC1at1on courses seemed we11 .on thelr way to . e

;'l

fam111ar1ty thh and 1nterest in the med1um They were a]so popu]ar _*

because they tended to demand 1es tudent wr1t1ng ; 5 : E /ho_f}

A
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